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Notes from the President 
by Robin Stoughton 

 

I would like to 
say THANK YOU 
to all members who 
helped out at the 
show last month. 
We had a great 
show! From setting everything up to 
packing it all up and in between, I 
really appreciate everyone's help!! We 
had some awesome displays and I 
heard a lot of comments about them. 
Thanks to Tom Parnell, Carl and 
Sandy Barton and Tom Leary for all 
their work with their displays. Hope to 
see more at the July show. 

We will have a drawing for the 
members who volunteered at the 
show. 

REMINDER: All input for the 
newsletter needs to be to Brooks by 
the 3rd of each month. 

REMINDER: Our annual club pic-
nic/rock swap/sale 
will be on Saturday, 
June 17th from 
10:00-5:00. The club 
will provide the bur-
gers and hotdogs and 

I ask that everyone attending bring a 
side dish to share. If you have your 
own tables please bring them. If you 
need a table let me know before June 
5th. The Peninsula and Richmond 
Clubs are invited. 

We currently do not have a 2ndVP 
as Ken had to step down due to work. 
Ken has done an outstanding job and 
hope he can come back soon. As far as 
our monthly programs, I need some 
members to volunteer to do some pro-
grams. 

Workshop: There will not be a workshop 
this month due to conflicting schedules. 

Hospitality: All members are welcome to 
bring snacks to our monthly meetings. 

Treasurer’s Two Cents 
by Lloyd Schiffelbian 

 

The 2017 yearly club dues are now past 
due and payable to the Treasurer, Lloyd 
Schiffelbian. Dues this year are $15  for 
adults and $7.50 for children under 16 years 
old. We had planned to stop emailing club 
newsletters in May to those members who 
have not renewed their membership. 

This year, however, there are a rather 
large number of members who are delin-
quent paying their club dues so we have 
decided to wait until June to stop emailing 
the newsletters to delinquent members. The 
treasurer has begun calling those members 
who may have forgotten to pay their dues at 
one of the club meetings or the April Show. 

I first want to correct an error in the 
April club newsletter. It was reported that 
the treasury balance was about $4,577 when 
it fact it was actually $3,477. That balance 
is rather close to the balance this month af-
ter the April show, as you will soon see! 

April was a busy month for the club with 
the first Gem & Mineral Show this year at 
the Convention Center. Four members pre-
pared awesome mineral displays for the 
public to admire. The club made a total of 
$1,400.40 at the show and did very well 
with grab bag sales, especially the adult 
grab bags. This show raised more money 
that any show in the past two years, where 
the average show sales were between $800 - 
$900. Thirteen adults and two children paid 
club dues at the show. Please welcome the 
club's newest members: David and Trista 
DRON and their children, Lily and Mia! 

The treasury balance is now about $4,755. 
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May Program 
by Robin Stoughton 

 
The program for our May 

meeting will be a member 
sale or swap. Bring minerals, 
gemstones, fossils, jewelry 
that you would like to either 
swap and/or sell. Hope to see 
you there! 

Brad’s Bench Tips for May 
by Brad Smith 

 

CUTOFF WHEELS 
Cutoff wheels are inexpensive and do a great job 

cutting or shaping steel. You can use them to 
sharpen tool points, cut piano wire to length, make 
slots, and sharpen worn drills. Other uses include 
modifying pliers and making your own design 
stamps. 

My preference is the one inch diameter size. Be 
sure to hold the wheel firmly so nothing moves to 
break the disk, and definitely wear your safety 
glasses. Those are little flakes of steel coming off 
the disk. 

BTW - Cutoff wheels are poor at soft metals like 
copper, silver and gold. Soft metals clog up the cut-
ting edges. 

DEBURRING JUMP RINGS 
When cutting jump rings from large gauge wire for 

chain-making, you'll notice the saw leaves a small 
burr. An easy way to remove these is to tumble the 
rings with some fine-cut pyramids. It's best not tum-
ble for a long period with the pyramids because it 
will remove the polished finish from the wire. 

No tumbler, no problem. You don't actually need a 
tumbler. I just put a handful of pyramids in a wide 
mouth plastic jar and shake for a bit. You can find 
these pyramids in the tumble finishing section of 
most jewelry supply catalogs. 

See all Brad's jewelry books at Amazon.com/
author/bradfordsmith 

Finding Fire In Fire Agate 
 

How to find the 
Fire in fire Agate: 
Fire agate is a 
quartz-based rock 
with layers of iron 
oxide in chalced-
ony which results 
in iridescence. It 
occurs in nodules 
of milky or grayish 

translucent chalcedony. Sometimes it is found in 
botryoidal growths in geodes and in chalcedony 
roses.removed the rainbow colors or iridescence are 
exposed. The fire is brought out by tumbling, trim-
ming, and  

Fire agate appears as a dull, reddish brown layer, 
but when the surface layers are grinding off the outer 
layers to expose the iridescence. 

Polishing magnifies the fire. 

To find the fire, remove the matrix, then tumble 
polish the stones. Tumbling removes the excess 
chalcedony. When polished, remove excess stone 
around the edges, then polish and set. Allow the 
stone to retain its irregular shape and polish slowly, 
so you don’t go through the fire layers. The graceful 
natural shapes are superior to those cut to calibrated 
sizes, as the best fire doesn’t always fit a mold. To 
set it off, mount the fire agate in a custom-made gold 
or silver setting. Fire agates are most often found in 
Arizona, California, Idaho, and Mexico, among 
other locales. 

(From Breccia 7/01 via GOLDEN SPIKE NEWS 
10/01) 
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Reflections on the Treasures of the Earth Show 
by Roger Tiangco 

 

WELCOME, WELCOME, WELCOME to the 
Treasures of the Earth’s Gem, Jewelry and Mineral 

Show.  We invite you to see, gems, jewelry and in 
the rough – rock and mineral specimens, collected 
by members of the Tidewater Gem & Mineral Soci-
ety.  The TOTE show of April 21st to the 23rd ,2017 
have afforded us – rock, mineral and jewelry enthu-
siasts the most fulfilling experience one can ask for.  
Dealers from the far reaches of the World, have in 
their well-lit booth, displays of marvelous gems and 
jewelries fit for the Royalties.  Who can escape the 
allure of the sparkling interplay of colors reflected 
on Aquamarines, Alexanderites, Diamonds, Emer-
alds, Garnets, Rubies and Sapphires to name a few.  
And yes, they do have various mineral specimens 
and fossils of enormous sizes, beauty and rarity.  I 
am proud to report, that our booth – once again, was 
the most visited of the Show, the Displays we have 
are as follows: 

CRYSTAL BISMUTH DISPLAY: From the col-
lection of Mr. Tom Leary, we “gorged” and marvel 
in the huge penta valent state form of this metallic 
mineral.  It has fibrous texture, where the colors ex-
cude – gray, tin white, metallic sheen, with yellow-
ish tarnished iridescence.  From what I understand, it 
does contain bismuth trisulfide with small amount of 
copper, lead, tin and iron.  It is obtained as a by-
product of the refining /sublimating copper, lead & 
tin. Bismuth is hard, brittle, low melting metal and 
low thermal conductivity and high electrical resis-
tance.  Bismuth forms low melting alloys that are 
widely used industrially in fire detection and fire 

extinguishing systems.  In medical field – it is used 
as antisyphilitics and anti-infectives.  Very rarely 
that Bismuth mineral grow over the size of a botton 
(small globule of metal) – but these bismuth, in his 
collection were evidently “an exception to the rule”.  
Some of them measured probably 3” wide x 2” 
height and weighed close to 1 lb. (my guess only). 
Though very rare in nature, natural occurrences were 
noted in California, Connecticut and Utah. 

NEW ENGLAND & SOUTHEAST STATES 
MINERALS: Our avid mineral collector – Mr. Tom 
Parnell was able to present to us - rock enthusiasts, 
“oodles and oodles’ of treasured rock specimens, 
which were only a part of his “secret hoards”. 

State County Specimens 
CT Litchfield barite, beryl, calcite, kyanite 
   stilbite 
NJ Franklin garnet, andradite 
NY Fonda  Herkimer Diamond 
VT Windsor actinolite, druzy  
MA Chester amethyst 
MD West Minster calcite, clinzoisite, garnet, 
   prehnite, talc 
VA Amelia  amethyst, quartz, pyrite 
NC Spruce Pine garnet 
GA Graves Mtn amethyst, hematite 
CO Ft Carson calcites 

His enormous collections of minerals, spans 55 
years, from early childhood in the State of Connecti-
cut. He had served in the Army.  Finished up his 
College Degree – had worked as “Field Auditor” 
and retired from Banking Industry. 

 

Reflections, (see page 6) 
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EGG-SHAPED ROCK DISPLAY: One of the 
most exquisite and eye-opening display case was 
presented by Dr. Sandee & Carl Barton -  their 
“love-affair” with polished egg-shaped minerals.  
The upper left side of the display case, were 7 tiers 
of mini-platforms arranged in symmetrical order.  
These tiers have held 37 polished eggs, while a clear 
glass basket at the very left contain 6 eggs.  The up-
per right side of the case, were 8 tiers of mini-
platforms, also arranged in symmetrical order.  
These tiers held 46 polished eggs.  At mid-point, 
they have another water-clear glass basket with 4 
mini-eggs in it.  A very colorful crocheted hen was 
sitted next to this glass basket, with another 4 mini 
eggs below.  Some of the eggs were 70 mm x 60 
mm, other eggs size range from 60 mm x 40 mm, 
and some 35 mm x 20 mm.  These mineral eggs 
were cut and polished out of: Chrysocollas, Garnets, 
Malachites, Quartz crystals, Obsidian, Onyxes, 
Rhodochrosites, Rhodonites, Selenites and Serpen-
tines. But wait . . . . . the “Easter Bunny” was there 
too!  Well, well - if we’re thinking of Easter Eggs -  
I’d say, Mr. Faberge (he’s the famed Russian gold-
smith) - eat your heart out! 

FLUORESCENT MINERALS: I will be amiss, 
if I don’t mention the “mainstay” fluorescent miner-
als display of Mr. Roger Blackman. He had on dis-
play:  Calcites, Feldspars, Fluorites. Scheelites, 
Wernerites and Willemites – these fluorescent min-
erals emit lively colors of red, pink, blue, yellow and 
green – when exposed to ultraviolet radiation.  It is 
one of the most spectacular sights to behold!  Young 
and not so young public, can’t help but exclaim – 
WOW! SUPER FANTASTIC! AWESOME!  It is 
simply because, some of the electrons in the miner-

als/rocks are displaced by the ultraviolet radiation to 
other orbits, taking new energy with them. A par-
ticular displacement is momentary however, and as 
the electrons are pulled back into their usual orbits, 
they release their excess energy in form of light.  
Fluorescent mineral specimens handle all this activ-
ity according to their particular composition and 
structure.  The glowing color broadcast ceases when 
the source of excitation – the UV radiation, is re-
moved. Best collecting areas: New Jersey and Colo-
rado. 
The suspenseful drawing for mantel perfect, spar-

kling Pyrite, with Calcite skirt, was the Club’s high-

light of the show – Precious! And the winner is:  

CHRISTINE – Come on Down.  Congratulations!!! 

Reflections, (continued from page 5) 

A Word to the Wise When Digging Quartz in 
Arkansas (or anywhere else) 

 

A word about clothing 
and other things. If you 
are planning on working 
with heavy hand tools, 
remember to bring along 
plenty of food and drink, 
Gatorade-type drinks are 
very good during the hot 
summers we have here. 
Broad brimmed straw 
hats are good for every-
body. Digging is dirty work. What kind of clothing 
to wear? Old clothes that you can use for the trip and 
don’t mind if they ever come clean again. The red to 
orange clay associated with the quartz crystals will 
penetrate and stain all your clothes and even your 
skin after a while. You might look like you put on 
some old style cheap suntan lotion that turned or-
ange!! 

Sunscreen is a necessity as few sites have shade 
trees where you will want to dig. Also bug spray. If 
you have never encountered an Arkansas chigger, 
take our advice and use the bug spray to keep these 
itchy red bugs off. Plan on making a day of the trip 
and try to return to your motel or camp in time to go 
swimming. This really feels good at the end of a 
long day in the summertime. Take a first aid kit too. 
Quartz is like glass, it will cut you. Take a trash bag 
and haul your trash out with you. 

From Rockhounding Arkansas via Rock Chip Re-
porter 8/01 Via Golden Spike News 11/01 
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Our meeting in May is on Friday the 19th at 7:30 pm at 
Princess Anne Plaza United Methodist Church located at 
208 South Plaza Trail, Virginia Beach, VA 

 
This month’s program will be a member sale and swap! 

 


