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Notes from the President 
by Robin Stoughton 

 

Thanks to Martin Salyers for a great 
program. Happy Birthday to anyone 
having a 
b i r t h d a y 
t h i s 
month! 

Our an-
nual pic-
n i c / r o c k 
swap was 
cancelled due to the weather. It will be 
rescheduled but I do not have a date 
set yet. 

We will be moving our meeting lo-
cation once again, this time to a bigger 
location. We will be moving to Memo-
rial United Methodist Church, 804 
Gammon Road, Virginia Beach, VA. 
The fellowship hall can seat 200 peo-
ple and our meeting day and time will 
stay the same. We will be moving to 
the new location for the September 
meeting so please mark your calen-
dars. The Pastor's name is Larry Ed-
monds. 

This location is right off Indian 
River and Providence Roads so hope-
fully it will be a bit closer for more 
members to attend. 

Workshop : 
We will be 
having a 
workshop on 
S a t u r d a y , 
July 22nd, 
from 10-5. 
The new 

saws will be up and running. You 
must be current on your dues and there 
is a $5.00 fee. 

Bill is back from his trip to Idaho and 
hopefully will get the pictures on a disc and 
do a program soon. 

I need members to step up and help out 

with programs as we do not have anyone 

currently in that position and do not have 

any programs for upcoming meetings. 

Any help would be greatly appreciated. 

Hospitality: Thanks to everyone who 
brought snacks last month.  

Program: Bill will be doing the program 
this month on his recent trip to Idaho. 

Treasurer’s Two Cents 
by Lloyd Schiffelbian 

 

June was a quiet month 
for the club's treasury. At 
the June meeting the club 
raised $30 from the paid 
raffle and $30 when two 
members renewed their 
memberships. Club ex-
penses were routine and the 
treasury balance is about 
$4,111. Club membership now stands at 84 
adults and 6 children. 
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What Are You Waiting For? 
by Steve Weinberger 

 
The clock is ticking 

marking off the minutes 
and hours before our 
final EFMLS Workshop 
at Wildacres this Sep-
tember4 - 10. I’ve heard 
from Registrar Suzie 
Milligan that there are 
still plenty of spaces left 
for you to fill. 

If you’ve never been to an 
EFMLS Wildacres Work-
shop, this September 
would be an ideal time to 
find out why so many peo-
ple rave about the week 
and return year after year. 
Wildacres is infectious! 
Wildacres is a relaxing 

week away from the pressures of daily life and the 
hustle and bustle of car noise, blaring radios and 
TV’s etc. The retreat is up in the mountains just 
off the Blue Ridge Parkway in Little Switzerland, 
NC. The “noises” you hear on campus are the 
singing of birds, people laughing and talking, and 
perhaps playing a musical instrument along with 
the hammering 
or sawing of 
folks creating 
wonderful pro-
jects in their 
classes. 

The cost for 
the week is 
$410 per person. Where else can you get room and 
board, instruction in a class or two of your choice, 
great food, and a chance to learn from terrific in-
structors and an excellent “Speaker-in-
Residence”? Add to that a chance to visit various 
locations around the beautiful countryside on mid-
week Activity Day , enjoy (and bid on) items at an 
always fun auction, tailgate, etc. 

The fall Speaker-in-Residence is Tim Morgan. 
Tim enjoys the jewelry world as his second career. 
He teaches gemology courses for the Montgomery 
County Dept. of Recreation and has his own small 

Cutting Petrified Wood 
 

Cutting Palm Wood 

There are three ways to cut palm root. Each will give 
a different effect: All palm roots seem to have a ring 
of agate around the eye and a colored center. 

1) Cutting down the center gives a striking wood 
stained effect but does not show the eye. 

2) Cutting across the center brings out the round eye. 

3) Cutting diagonally across the roots produces an 
elliptical eye effect. 

Gem & Hobby Club News 8/00, Via Rock Rollers, 

1/01 

Petrified Wood 

Should be cut lengthwise of the grain. This produces 
a more varied pattern. Sometimes cutting crosswise 
will give good patterns, but this is not usually the case. 
Limb sections are rather on the scarce side as they 
tend to disintegrate before they petrify. If they are cut 
diagonally and polished to one end, it adds to their 
beauty. 

from Rockhound, 11/95 Via Rock Rollers, 1/01 via 

RockCollector 2/01 

gem and jewelry business. His wife Michele and he 
also do gem and mineral shows and also enjoy collect-
ing at mines and quarries. 

We urge you to visit the EFMLS Wildacres website 
<efmls-wildacres. org> to learn more about the classes 
being offered this fall and about Tim Morgan, our 
Speaker-in-Residence”. There’s a registration form on 
the website too. We’ve also added one elsewhere in 
this issue for your convenience. 

(Reprinted from June - July 2017 edition of EFMLS News) 
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Brad’s Bench Tips for July 
by Brad Smith 

 

FANCY RIVET HEADS 
For a nice look-

ing rivet head, 
use brass escutch-
eon pins. You'll 
have perfectly 
rounded heads 
that are all the 
same size and 
shape. The pins 
are a little hard to 
find, so try the best hardware stores first. Be sure to 
get solid brass pins, not brass plated steel.  If unsure, 
test them with a magnet. 

The pins are readily available online. Lee Valley 
Tools has them in 14 - 18 gauge and lengths from 
1/4 inch to 1 inch. Go to http://www.LeeValley.com 
and do an item search on "brass escutcheon pin" 

For best results, select a drill that gives you a hole 
with a close fit to the rivet. Trim the rivet to a leave 
a little less than one diameter sticking out the back 
side. Place the head on a scrap of hard plastic on the 
anvil so as to not flatten the head. I prefer a ball peen 
hammer (with a small 3/8 inch ball) for setting the 
rivet. 

EASIER PRONG SETTING  
When setting stones in a prong mount, the tool is 

less likely to slip off the prong if you grind a groove 
into its face or rough up the face a bit with sandpa-
per.  Some folks prefer a prong pusher for doing 
this, and others like a set of pliers. 

The easiest way to create a slot on the pusher is 
with a file, and the easiest way to create a slot on 
one jaw of your pliers is with a cutoff wheel. Then 
rough polish the slot with a medium grit, knife-edge 
silicone wheel. 

See all Brad's jewelry books at  Amazon.com/
author/bradfordsmith 

June Meeting Minutes 
by Cheri Jackson 

 
None Received! 

Treasures of the Earth Show Revisited 
by Brooks Britt 

 
I did finally at-

tend the recently 
held Treasures of 
the Earth Gem, 
Mineral, and Jew-
elry Show at the 
Virginia Beach 
Convention Cen-
ter on July 14, 15, 
and 16. I made 
my way there on Saturday morning as my weekends 
are pretty well booked with playing in two bands, 
two grandchildren to spoil, and many demands of 
my time but I do have some observations from my 
brief time there. 

Two things that stood out in 
my mind. Maybe it was the 
oppressive weather condi-
tions with heat indices over 
100 degrees, but the crowds 
were quite impressive. The 
most people I have seen at 
one of these shows in quite 
some time! It also looked 

like a lot of money was changing hands. I have 
heard in recent years that the fees being levied 
against dealers for booth space has resulted in a 
number of good dealers no 
longer attending the show 
which is sad. My second 
observation is there were 
actually more mineral deal-
ers which was a pleasant 
surprise. That has always 
been my gripe about this 
show, too many baubles 
and beads and not enough 
good old rockhound stuff. 
Hopefully this trend will continue. After all, for our 
club as far as shows go, it is the only game in town! 
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The monthly meeting of our Club on June 16, 
2017 was another delightful evening that we have 
shared among our friends. Yes! We delight in seeing 
our friends, or I may call – our “Family”. Their sup-
port to our financial efforts were shown in participat-
ing with Clubs “Paid Raffles” as well as the “Free 
Raffles”. Below were the Gems and Minerals that 
catapult our spirits: 

RUBY: This particu-
lar gemstone have 
gained our enthusi-
asm and desire to 
give it a new custo-
dial care. The winner 
was all-smile to say 
the least, when his 
ticket number was announced. The gem Star Ruby – 
was cut “en cabochon”, 15 mm around and weighs 
over 7 grams! Star Rubies, Star Sapphires, Star Gar-
nets, together with Cats-eye beryls, are called AS-
TERIAS, and seemed to originate in Burma and Sri 
Lanka, more often than other places.  Ruby have 
symbolized the highest of fortune’s gift – Love. As-
signed as birthstone for July born children – they 
were endowed with all characteristics of kindness, 
honor and dignity. Derived from the Latin word – 
“ruber”, meaning red. It denotes the embodiment of 
the most lovely red. The fact that it belong to the 
corundum family, this meant that it is also made of 
crystalized alumina and hence, colors can come as 
light red, intense red and dark magenta.  These tints 
depend on the traces of iron and vanadium in the 
admixture of chromium oxide present in its lattices. 
Flawless rubies are extremely rare, almost always, 
they contain foreign micro crystals that have grown 
along with the corundum, which we call rutile nee-
dles. These rutile needles form an extremely fine 
network, called “silk”. These silk may coalesce and 
intersect at 60 degree angles, reflect light that give 
us the shimmering reflection of moving star, which 
is more evident when the stone is cut and polished 
“en cabochon”. Best collecting areas: California, 
Idaho, North Carolina and Pennsylvania. 

FELDSPAR MINERAL: The lady winner of this 
Feldspar mineral specimen, will now provide a new 
home to this versatile and important rock-forming 
mineral. As we are already aware of, Feldspar be-

long to a group of minerals - principally, aluminum 
silicate of potassium, sodium and calcium. It is char-
acterized by two cleavages at nearly right angles.  
Feldspar mineral is one of the most important con-
stituent of igneous rocks. Other variations of Feld-
spars includes: Orthoclase, Microcline, Albite and 
Anorthite. The specimen, she won was measured at 
5 inch x 4 inch, and weighs over 4 lbs. Close up 
look, showed the crystal lamellae were sandwich 
together. It has pinkish-brown in color and with 
spray of red garnets and mica. Feldspars are used in 
ceramic industries - in the manufacture of glazes, 
flux enamels and binders. Best collecting areas: 
California, North Carolina and Virginia. 

SODALITE: WoW! Talking 
about “Luck” – this fine sawed 
slab of Sodalite, was won by the 
same lady, that won the Feldspar 
mineral! This Sodalite slabbed 
specimen was measured AT 70 
mm  x 50 mm and it  weighs 55 
grams. As we are already aware 
of, Sodalite, is made of sodium aluminum silicate 
with  chlorine. This gemstone have dark royal blue  
color with streak of white. Sodalite was known to 
develop in nepheline syenite pegmatite and igneous 
rocks. Although it is light, hard and brittle,  most 
lapidarists, prefer it as a sculpted ornaments and 
some translucent variety, in jewelries. Most often, it 
do not contain any Pyrite, unlike the mineral Lazu-
rite/LapisLazuli. Sodalites are used by artist for their 
choice of blue pigments, in their art work. Occasion-
ally, some translucent variety of Sodalite fluoresces 
under the ultra-violet lights. Best collecting areas: 
Arkansas and Maine. 

SEPTARIAN NODULE: 
A very delighted  winner, 
can’t believe that his ticket 
number was drawn out of 
the jar. He just won the 
Septarian nodule specimen 
and will be providing new 
home to this gem mineral.  

Septarian nodule is a concrectionary mass of cal-
cium carbonate or argillaceus carbonate of iron.  The 
mineral specimen – showed traversed within, by a 

Ways and Means 
by Roger Tiangco 

(Ways and Means, see page 5) 
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Welcome New Members !!! 
 

Ray HARRISON 

network of cracks filled with calcite and other min-
erals.  The word Septarian – is of Latin origin: 
“septum” – meaning “enclosure” or partition. This 
concrection is often found in shales, sandstones and 
limestones. They can be spherical or flattened mass.  
They can form around a fossil or some other nu-
cleus. They can be very small or up to several feet in 
diameter. They are often harder than the enclosing 
rock and hence, they are found as they weather out 
of it. Best collecting areas: Ohio and Texas. 

OBSIDIAN: The lady 
winner of this arrowhead-
shaped Obsidian, was so 
excited to learn that her 
ticket number was called 
out, to claim this new 
“tool”. As we are already 
aware of, Obsidian is 
made of silica rich 
magma of granitic com-
position, develop as “volcanic glass”. It was fash-
ioned by Mother nature out of molten rock material 
that cools off very quickly after intense volcanic ac-
tivity. Obsidian  was spewed together with hot lava 
into the Earth’s surface. This arrowhead-shaped Ob-
sidian, measured at 60 mm x 35 mm and weighs 15 
grams.  Obsidians usually blackish in color and frac-
ture conchoidally and are translucent on thin edges. 
One Obsidian variety is called - “Apache tears”, they 
are small shiny round pieces which weathered out of 
larger masses. Another variety is called “Pitchstone” 
- though of the same origin, but the effect is not as 
shiny. Best collecting areas: Arizona, California, 
Oregon, Utah and Wyoming. 

ASTROPHYLLITE: 
Excited and puzzled 
was reflected in the 
face of the winner of 
this rock mineral speci-
men. This Astrophyl-
lite – has a slaty radiat-
ing stars imbedded in 
the rock! The cleavage 
plane of the specimen  
have a luster imparted 

by minute scales of iron. Also, it is a very, brown to 
golden yellow colored hydrous potassium, iron, tita-
nium silicate mineral where, Mother nature have de-
posited in the star-like indentations within the rock. 

The specimen is over 30 mm x 15 mm and weighs 
around 10 grams (from my point of view only!). 
This particular Astrophyllite, have star-shaped in-
dentures  all over and filled with nanno pyrites that 
sparkle like stars . It was donated by our seasoned 
Rockhound – Mr. Peak for ‘BONUS PRIZE”. This 
unusual gem was a native of Khibinamissif Penin-
sula of USSR. 

FREE RAFFLES: Our give-away/free prizes in-

cludes: Polished free-form Amethyst, Amazonite, 

Tiger Eyes and Hematite. 

(Ways and Means, continued from page 4) 
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publication and the author. 
 
The Tidewater Gem and Mineral Society is a non-profit organiza-
tion devoted to the collecting and study of minerals, gemstones, 
geology, paleontology and the lapidary arts as well as the love and 
deep appreciation of the great outdoors. 
 
Meetings are the third Friday of each month at 7:30 PM at Prin-
cess Anne Plaza United Methodist Church located at 208 South 
Plaza Trail, Virginia Beach, VA.. Our monthly meetings are open 
to everyone, no admission is charged. 
 
Website http://tgms.weebly.com/ 
 
Facebook: http://www.facebook.com/group.php?id=59266572173 

Our meeting in July is on Friday the 21st at 7:30 pm at Princess 
Anne Plaza United Methodist Church located at 208 South 
Plaza Trail, Virginia Beach, VA 

 

Bill will be doing the program this month on his re-
cent trip to Idaho. 

 


