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Notes from the President

by Robin Stoughton

Hello everyone, hope you
are enjoying the cooler fall
weather. Pumpkins
are everywhere already!
I would like to thank
Brooks for an awesome
program last month on his
Montana agates; always
love seeing those stones!
Thanks to the great turnout with Kelley
for the meeting for the co-show chairs,
and thanks to Kelley for taking charge of
getting everything in order.
REMINDER; We are having our annual
Christmas Party on Friday, December
10th at 6:30 pm. The Club will provide
the chicken, meat tray, veggie tray,
cheese tray and fruit tray. We ask each
club member to bring a side dish or
dessert to share. You can make it or buy
it already done.
We would like to do a game of some sort
at the Christmas Party, which will be
decided soon. First, we need members’
input on whether there is interest in
doing the saran wrap balls with prizes
inside again as well as the Polyanna.

There will be a sign up sheet at the
meeting this month and I need you to
sign your name, number of people in
your party and what you are bringing. We
need to know the number of people who
will be attending in order to get the right
amount of food ordered.

HOSPITALITY
Robin Stoughton
(757) 822-9631

Our annual club elections will be coming
up in November and we will combining
last year’s elections that were postponed
due to Covid with this year’s. We need a
good turnout as we may have some
members who are wanting to run for a
position that is up for election.

WEBSITE
Brooks Britt
(757) 745-7104

The Richmond Rock Swap/Sale will
be on Saturday, November 13th from 93 at the Ridge Baptist Church.

Newsletter is best read
using Acrobat Reader
and on a computer.

Hospitality: All members are welcome to
bring snacks to our meetings.

Workshops: None scheduled
REMINDER: The newsletter will go out earlier
in December due to our Christmas party on the
2nd Friday, so you will need to have any info
you want in to Judy by November 26th.
See you all soon.

TREASURER’S REPORT

September was an average month for the
club's Treasury. At the meeting the club
raised $72 from the paid raffle, $10 from the
sale of a T-shirt, and $10 from paid dues for 2
members. Please welcome the following new
member to the club - Tosha SANDERS! That
brings total club membership to 92 adults and 4
children. Club expenses were routine, except
for $7.85 for table covers for the Treasures of
the Earth Show this month.
Please come to the show at the Convention
Center from October 8-10 to support the
club! The treasury balance is now about
$5,274.

NOTE - Club dues for 2022 will be returning
back to $15 for adults and $7.50 for children
now that the club can hold regular monthly
meetings.
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Minutes taken by Kelley Finch
Robin called the meeting to order at 7:34 PM
Welcomed All – especially many New Members & Guests
Previous meeting minutes were in the newsletter
Treasurers Report was given by Lloyd - Balance – July 5612.71
August Income:
Paid Raffle
76.00
Membership (4 Adults)
40.00
T-shirt Sales
30.00
Total Income
146.00
August Expenses:
Jack Rabbit Storage
136.00
PO Box Rental
134.00
Church Mtng Rental
40.00
Show Vol. R & G Roger T.
29.95
Newsletter Supplies
27.70
Club Registration (SCCC)
25.00
Total Expenses
392.65
Balance – August
5366.06
Newsletter submissions need to be to Judy H. by the 3 rd of each month.
Communications / Announcements:
Happy Birthday to Members with a birthday this month.
Chairpersons Reports:
Wesley – Library: unavailable
Bill – Workshop: None for the remainder of the year
Kelley – Field Trips: Willis Mt. Dig possible on 9/25. The point of contact is Kelley Finch
Reports from Special Committees:
Robin – TOTE Show: October 8th thru 10th (set up starts at noon on 10/07). Please
volunteer even an hour if possible. If you are setting up a display it is your responsibility
to set it up before the start of the show and be responsible of it throughout the show.
Kelley Finch volunteered to be a co-chair.
Roxanne – announced a fundraiser for a community event on 9/26.
Old/Unfinished Business
Christmas Party – On for now – the 2nd Friday in December (12/10/21) and will be buffet/
potluck style with a voluntary “Pollyanna” gift exchange/trade.
New Business – Election for all positions both last and this year will be in November – Nominating
Committee Team will work on organizing the election.
October meeting presentation will be the rescheduled “Crafter’s Night”.
Raffles – conducted door prize raffle then the purchased raffle – many happy winners.
Program – was Brooks Britt and his Montana Agate Collection

Meeting ended at 9:00 PM
Editor’s note:

Correction to the minutes printed in the September issue:
The printer cost was $317.99.
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ROGER’S REFLECTIONS

By Roger Tiangco

HOW TRUE! HOW TRUE! PEOPLE ARE KNOWN BY THE COMPANY THEY KEEP – YES, WE ENJOY TO
BE IN THE COMPANY OF PEOPLE THAT APPRECIATE GEMS AND MINERALS THAT WERE FORMED
SPONTANEOUSLY IN NATURE. WE SHARE THE PRODUCTS OF THE MINER’S WORK/TOIL AND THE
CRAFTSMAN’S ART/SKILLS – WORN BY US, SYMBOL OF WEALTH, LOVE AND POWER AND THANKS
FOR SCIENTISTS THAT THOROUGHLY STUDY THEM. WE DO AGREE THAT RARITY IS A CRITERIA
WHICH HAS MORE TO DO WITH THE BEHOLDER – BECAUSE SUCH GEMS AND MINERALS ARE HARD
TO COME BY. MOST OF ALL - TGMS, YOUR GENEROSITY IN SUPPORTING OUR CLUB’S FINANCES ON
SEPTEMBER17, 2021. WERE VERY COMMENDABLE. BELOW WERE THE PRIZES THAT WERE ENJOYED!
OPAL: The winner could not hide her
excitement, when her ticket number was
announced to claim the prize - six specimens
of gem-grade Opals in a vial! Mother Nature
has given us this magical gemstone, whose
beauty comes from diffraction of incident
light, by ultra-microscopically grating planes
within the stone, that splits in into spectral
colors. .Opal is the State Mineral of Nevada.
Other best collecting areas: Idaho, New Mexico. North
Carolina, Oregon & Vermont.
QUARTZ: A very important rock forming mineral that
develops in various environments,
principally a constituent of contact
metamorphic rocks. It is most present in
hydrothermal replacement deposits. The
winner will now provide a new home to this
rhombohedral Quartz, weighing over 58
grams. Quartz is the most ubiquitous
mineral on Earth, the reason being – silicon
dioxide, its chemical element penetrated
throughout the entire magmatic cycle and participated as
quartz in all stages of rock and mineral formations. It is a
constituent of granite and grandodiorite of plutonic rocks
and is usually associated with albite and orthoclase in
granite pegmatites. Best collecting areas: Arkansas,
Arizona, Georgia. New York, North Carolina and
Virginia.
JASPER: A compact, opaque, cryptocrystalline variety
of Quartz, usually colored reddish-brown,
often used as decorative carvings. Jasper
may grade into “Chert”, which is strongly
resistant from erosion, therefore stands
out in relief on weathered surfaces as
nodules, beds or massive outcrops. The
winner will now provide a place for this
polished rectangular “dish” - weighing over
454 grams. Best collecting areas:
Arkansas, California, Michigan, Montana
and Texas.

ONYX: Derived from Latin word, it
means nail or claw, it is another variety
of mineral Chalcedony. It is mostly
translucent and at times has wavy
parallel bands of alternating colors of
brown, gray and white. This gem
variety of silicon dioxide, is known to
occur with Iron and Aluminum. It is an Alabaster
variety, according to some, but often translucent. The
winner will now provide a new home to this polished
club carved mineral – weighing over 120 grams. Best
collecting areas: Arizona, Arkansas, California,
Oregon and Texas.
AMETHYST: Like the hexagonal
pyramids of Egypt, this variety of
crystalline Quartz presents itself in a
pale purplish lilac color, resulting not
only from allochromatic pigments, but
also from the age-old incidence of extra-terrestrial cosmic radiation. They
occur in cavities, similar to the fissures
of the Alpine Mountains in Europe. A new home will
now be provided by the winner of this over 38 grams
gem specimen. Best collecting areas: Arkansas,
California, Colorado, Georgia, New Jersey and
Virginia.
BONUS PRIZE: KAOLIN CLAY,
collectible ceramic art plate - titled
“GRANDPA’S TREASURE CHEST”.
This was from the painting of Norman
Rockwell, in celebration of Grandpa
Day - September 12, 2021. This was won by the same
Winner of the vial of Opals.

The following mineral specimens were our door prizes:
Green Agate, Desert Rose, Obsidian Arrowhead & 2
pcs Quartz.

DOOR PRIZES
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Brad’s Bench Tips

by Brad Smith

LAYOUT TOOLS
Dimensions on some features of a design
can be fluid while others must be accurate
for the design to work. When precision on
a piece is important, good layout
techniques are essential.
These are the tools that I rely upon to get
holes in the right place, to achieve correct
angles, and to cut pieces the correct
length.

I like crisp sharp lines to follow, so I often
coat surfaces with a dark marker and
scribe my layout lines onto the metal. A
square makes quick work of checking right
angles or marking where to cut, and the
thin center punch helps me mark a place
to drill holes exactly where I want them.

INVENTORY RECORD
In an ideal world each of us who sells their
jewelry has a good record with photos of
all pieces in our inventory. We use it for
insurance purposes, to record the cost to
produce, to note where the item was sent
out on consignment, and maybe to store
descriptive text for marketing. Eventually,
we note in the record when the piece was
sold and for how much.
It's nice to also have good pictures of each
piece, but sometimes we don’t have time
for a full-on photo session. In situations like
this it's worth doing a quick group shot with
the help of a phone, a camera, a scanner,
or even a color copier. The quality is at
least sufficient for an accurate identification
in case a piece is lost.

Finally, a good set of dividers is probably
my favorite layout tool. They let me quickly
mark a strip for cutting, swing an arc, and
divide a line or curve into as many equal
segments as I need. I keep at least one
set of dividers in every toolbox.
is lost.

CORNY JOKE

Smart Solutions for Your Jewelry
Making Problems Can Be Found at:
Amazon.com/author/bradfordsmith

What do you call an Irish gem
that’s a fake?

Answer on back page.
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The Elective Officers of TG&MS shall consist of President, First Vice-President, Second Vice-President, Secretary, and
Treasurer. Each office is held for 2 years. In order for us to get back to the alternate voting for officers, the time the office will be held from this election is shown next to the officer title.
Please notify the Nominating Committee of your desire to run for Office or nominate agreeable personnel for Elective
positions. Their names will appear in a printed ballot to be handed to adult voters at the meeting in November.
Nominations may also be made from the floor. We will tabulate the votes and will announce the results.

Officers and Their Duties
President- will hold office through 2023
(1) The President shall preside at all meetings of this Society and the Board, and perform all duties
customary of this office. The President will also maintain liaison with the Eastern Federation of
Mineralogical and Lapidary Societies and other Earth Science groups as appropriate. The President shall
appoint the chairman for all standing committees with the exception of the Nominating Committee.
(2) The President shall appoint an Auditing committee of not less than three eligible members at the
September meeting to work with the Treasurer in preparing the annual report for presentation at the annual
meeting in November. The Audit committee shall further make an inventory of the Society’s material assets
and report the Society’s net worth to the membership.
(3) The President shall be an ex-officio member of all committees, except the Nominating Committee, with
all privileges, including the right to vote, but none of the obligations of membership. (4) The President shall
present a “State of the Society” report to the membership at the annual meeting in November.
First Vice President - will hold office through November 2022
(1) The duties of this office shall be to officiate as Chairman of the Membership Committee and perform all
duties of the President in his/her absence.
(2) Duties shall also include supervising the public relations for the Society and aiding the Publicity
Chairman.
Second Vice President - will hold office through 2023
(1) The duties of this office are to serve as Chairman of the Program and Entertainment Committees.
(2) Duties shall also include fulfilling the duties of the President when both the President and First Vice
President are absent.
Treasurer- will hold office through November 2022
(1) The treasurer shall receive all dues and monies into safe keeping and deposit them promptly into the
Society’s bank account. He/she shall make all disbursements by check as directed by the Board.
(2) All negotiable instruments shall be signed in the name of the Society by any two of the following three
officers: President, Treasurer, Secretary; and subject to the majority approval of the Board. The Treasurer
shall not incur obligations, debts or other liabilities in the name of this Society without the specific orders of
the Board.
(3) All itemized statements against the Society shall be presented to the Board before payment shall be
made. (4) The Treasurer shall, upon request of the Board, officiate over a Financial Committee, consisting
of no more than three Trust Officers to receive, administer and account for any trust fund created by or for
this Society. The term of this committee shall be for the duration of the created fund.
Secretary- will hold office through 2023
(1) The responsibilities of this office are to keep an accurate record of all meetings of this Society and its
Board. The Secretary has custody of all official documents and papers of the Society, maintains a complete
and up-to-date roll of the membership, and performs roll call when directed.
(2) The Secretary shall provide the President with the order of business, a list of all committees, and have
available, at every meeting, a folder containing the Constitution, By-Laws and Standing Rules.
(3) The Secretary shall officiate as the Society History/Library Committee Chairperson or may designate
co-chairpersons for this committee.
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BROOKS BRITT gave us his program
on Montana Agates.

PEBBLE PUPS
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Willis Mountain Kyanite Mine
Field Trip 9/25/21
This is an active open surface kyanite mine so we
are very lucky the mine manager & owner were
willing to give us access. A huge thank you to
them and the Gem and Mineral Society of
Lynchburg who sponsored this event. The day
was perfect weather wise…not too hot or cold!
There were ten other clubs and a total 105 in
attendance. Several individuals traveled from as
far away as Pittsburg, PA and Boston, MA.

Photo by Stephen Feser

This mine is a monadnock formation which is an
isolated small mountain, rock or hill that arises
abruptly from a surrounding plain. It is composed
mainly of kyanite - bearing quartzite that weathers

area rocks. This formation is geographically very similar to the infamous
Graves Mountain Mine in Georgia. Other minerals commonly found at this
location are massive kyanite in quartzite (usually white that fluoresces light
blue and sometimes red under a short wave lamp), fuchsite, hematite (some
iridescent aka rainbow), pyrite, red & green mica, apatite (fluoresces yellow), some blue kyanite blades and pale green trolleite.

Iridescent Hematite
found by Thomas
Leary (right) and
Kelley Finch (left).
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Willis Mountain Kyanite Mine
Field Trip 9/25/21 (continued)

A beautiful view from Willis Mountain

Its “hammer time” for
Roger Blackman!

Left to right: Kelley Finch, Roger Blackman, Stephen Feser, Jennifer Spitz and Cyndi Fischer
(bottom). Not pictured, Jeff Sandmeier.

Cyndi Fischer with
a find.

Natural

Jeff Sandmeier found this massive
kyanite specimen that fluoresces red
under a short wave lamp.
Kelley Finch found a smaller massive kyanite
specimen with white and pale blue blades
that are also fluorescent red under a short
wave lamp.

Under the light!
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by Judy Hyszczak

914 Caroline Street
Fredericksburg, VA

WITCHES FINGERS

Last February, I was up in Stafford Virginia for my granddaughter’s
birthday. While there we visited Old Towne Fredericksburg. This
area has all kinds of shops and restaurants that line Caroline Street.
Among the stores on Caroline Street there are several antique
shops and antique malls – malls are where the shop usually
consists of 10 x 12 spaces in the store that are rented out to
individuals selling anything and everything: antique and new.
However, sometimes they are more than that – an entire shop
within a shop! The Grove of Brite Blessings is one of those shops
inside of an antique shop and is definitely larger than 10 x 12! You
can find it located in the Shoppes @ Caroline Square.
The way leading into the store inside
I was impressed by a large specimen in a glass case that was
the Caroline Square Shop.
called Chlorite Quartz “Witches Fingers”. You can see in the above
photo that it looked just like it was called. There was a small sign
that said it was not for sale. I took a picture of it as I wanted to share it in the next issue of the newsletter
but the photo did not come out well enough to use it back then.

Recently I was back up in Stafford and made a special visit to the shop to ask about getting a better
photo. I was in luck as the owner of the specimen was there. The owner, Norman Howdyshell was nice
to talk to and so accommodating. I succeeded in getting a better photo of the Witches Fingers aka
Chlorite Quartz and he gave me some background about the piece. He said it was man-made but was
not sure of how it was made. He requested that if I found out more about the process in which this was
specimen was made to let him know. He had other lovely specimens on display along with this eye
catcher. How nice to go to work and be able to view your collection each day!
Norman also told me about another item he did have for sale. It is a blue specimen that was found in a
smokestack in Poland. It was basically a by-product of what was going up the chimney and growing,
creating a blockage of sorts when it was discovered. He had some pieces of this specimen for sale and
it took all my willpower not to bring one home!

Of course, I had to start checking into the chlorite and discovered some information and a site to visit for
information about chlorite and to answer if a particular specimen is natural or a lab creation. The jury
seems to be still out on it this item. This site is great with regard any items you want to verify to learn if
they are real or lab created.
Here is the site address: https://crystal-information.com/the-misrepresentation-of-crystals-part-2/
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Richmond Gem & Mineral Society
29th Annual Fall Rock Swap
November 13, 2021
FREE AMDMISSION
Open to all children and adults (from novice to expert) to swap or purchase various mineral,
gem, jewelry, fossil, shell & lapidary items.
Free items for kids and a raffle.
Food and beverages are available at nearby restaurants. Restroom facilities are available in
the building.
DATE:
Saturday, November 13, 2021
TIME:
9:00 AM to 3:00 PM
LOCATION: Ridge Baptist Church Meeting Hall
1515 East Ridge Road
Richmond, VA 23229
Their flyer with driving directions is being sent with this newsletter. For those who might
want to set up a table for selling or swapping, there is an application included with it too!

YOU ARE INVITED!
To the Grand Opening of the new James Madison University Mineral Museum.
It is on Friday, October 29th at 4:30.
Everyone who intends to come needs to end an RSVP!
You can respond either by email, by phone call, or by USPS. Please be sure to indicate
which club you belong to.
Ann Marie Coe
COEAM@JMU.EDU
540-568-7274

or Mail to:
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Ann Marie Coe
James Madison University
Office of Donor Relations
MSC 3604
Harrisonburg, VA 22807

Tidewater Gem & Mineral Society
P.O. Box 61021
Virginia Beach, Va. 23466-1021

About This Publication
The Tidewater Prospector is the monthly newsletter of
the Tidewater Gem and Mineral Society, Virginia Beach,
Virginia, associated with the Eastern Federation of
Mineralogical Societies, Inc. and the American
Federation of Mineralogical Societies. Permission to
copy freely granted when proper credit given to both the
publication and the author.

FAIR USE NOTICE: This publication may contain
copyrighted material the use of which has not been been
specifically authorized by the copyright owner. We are
making such material available in our efforts to advance
the educational understanding of the amateur jewelry
fabrication and rock collecting hobbies. We believe this
constitutes a ‘fair use’ of any such copyrighted material
as provided for in section 107 of the U.S. Copyright Law.
If you wish to use material from this publication for
commercial or purposes of your own that go beyond ‘fair
use’, you must obtain permission from the copyright
owner.

The Tidewater Gem and Mineral Society is a non-profit
organization devoted to the collecting and study of
minerals, gemstones, geology, paleontology and the
lapidary arts as well as the love and deep appreciation of
the great outdoors.
Meetings are the third Friday of each month at 7:30 PM
at Memorial United Methodist Church located at
804 Gammon Road, Virginia Beach, VA Our monthly
meetings are open to everyone, no admission is charged.
Website: http://tgms.weebly.com/
Please contact Brooks Britt with any photos that you
would like to add to our site. Email him at:
bhbritt@verizon.net You can also view this newsletter on
the site.
Email hyszczak@cox.net to submit articles to the
newsletter editor. Deadline is third of the month for
material for the newsletter - but the sooner, the better!
Facebook: http://www.facebook.com Login to FB, then
go to Groups and in the search box, type in “Tidewater
Gem & Mineral Society”, The page is open to view by
anyone. Click “join” to join the group to add photos of
your own and to post information. Brooks administrates
the site and will get back with you.

Our meeting in October will be on
October the15th at 7:30 pm at
Memorial United Methodist Church,
804 Gammon Road, Virginia Beach, VA.
(Gammon Road is off of Indian River Road, in
between Military Highway and Providence Road)

Corny Joke Answer:
A Sham rock!

