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Notes from the President 
by Robin Stoughton 

I hope everyone is staying 
healthy and safe. I'm 
ready for spring, had 
enough of this cold  
weather. I prefer warm 
weather, don't like the 
cold. As a lot of you may 
know, most of the Tucson 
Arizona shows, 
that run January thru Feb-

ruary, were postponed until April. I don't 
think that has ever happened before. 
There were a few dealers who did set up 
though.  Quartzite did not cancel        
anything and had all their shows. I do not 
have a confirmation yet if we will be   
having our Treasures of the Earth show 
in April. There was supposed to be one 
in March in Richmond but I just heard 
that it was cancelled.   

Due to the continued dang restrictions 
from the governor that 10 people or less 
can gather, we will NOT be having a 
meeting this month. Funny how that 
doesn't apply to Walmart or any other 
stores. Even the church can have 25 
people at Sunday service but we aren't 
allowed.  Hopefully these restrictions will 
end soon. 
 

We will have a meeting in March. It will 
not be our annual auction, but hopefully 
one of our members can come up with a 
program. Since we no longer have     
anyone to do programs, members will 
have to step up and help out. If you want 
the club to continue, members need to 
be involved more, not just show up at a 
meeting. Our following board positions 
are vacant and need to be filled, please 
think about running for one of them; 2nd 
VP (in charge of programs), field trip 
chairman.  
 

If you have not paid your dues for this 
year, they are now due. If not paid by the 
end of March, you will no longer get the 
newsletter. They have been dropped to 
$10.00 for adults and $5.00 for kids.  You 
can send them to the address on the 
newsletter: Tidewater Gem & Mineral 
Society, P.O. Box 61021, Virginia Beach, 
VA. 23466-1021 You can also drop them 
off to me if that is easier for you and I will 
get the payment to Lloyd. 

The Tidewater Prospector 

There will be a fossil collecting field trip to      
Pipsico Scout Reservation the first weekend in 
June, the 4th-6th. If you are a club member and 
current on dues the fee will still be $5.00. For 
anyone else the fee will be &10.00 due to     
insurance costs. More information will follow in 
next month’s newsletter. 
 

I would like to thank Martin Salyers for putting 
pictures and some info in the newsletter of the 
stones he faceted. Very beautiful stones! Any 
members who have made items or are working 
on something, you may also submit your pics 
and info for the newsletter. 
 

There are no workshops scheduled until this 
Covid crud is gone. 
 

REMINDER: All newsletter info needs to be to 
Judy by the 3rd of each month.  

 
Hope to see you in March ! 

 
 
 

 
TREASURER’S REPORT 

Newsletter is best read 
using Acrobat Reader. 

January was a slow month for the club's 
treasury without our monthly meeting. I 
was hopeful that we would be able to 
meet as a club in  
February.   
 
We raised $105 in January when ten 
adults and one child sent their dues to 
the club's P.O. Box address.   
 
Please welcome the following new  
members to the club:  Caitie CORELLA 
and her son Brady, and Steven 
FESER.  Other expenses were routine 
and the treasury balance is about 
$3,410. 
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ROGER’S REFLECTIONS                                                                                                                      By Roger Tiangco 
 

The Earth sciences are astir.  The techniques and concepts of Geophysics, Geochemistry, Biochemistry 
and other disciplines are being brought to bear increasingly on old questions about the history of rocks and 
landscapes and on broader problems of the origin of life, the cause of mountains, continents and oceans, 
and the Earth’s place in the solar system and the Universe.  Surprising new facts and unsuspected        
relationships between facts, are being discovered at an increasing rate.  Some of the old problems are  
beginning to yield – at least a little.  Not everyone can comprehend Book of Earth fully, yet no one can fail 
to be rewarded for closely observing the scraps of records that lie everywhere about us.  Every rock that 
crops out along the country roadside or in a city park and every feature of the natural landscape offer a 
host of clues to their origin.                                                                             William W. Rubey  (1898 – 1974). 

 

Glowing Rocks!  What appears to be a simple drab rock or pebble in natural visible light 

may glow as red, blue, yellow or green – under ultra violet (UV) light.   Some “rare-earth” -    
elements that occur in their lattices were found to activate and change their color.   Most      
notably -  Europium , Lanthanum, Lead, Yytrium, Ytterbium and Manganese.  The first person 
that describes this phenomenon was an English Scientist – Sir George Stokes (1852).  And as 
we have known already – some of the electrons /elements in minerals/rocks were displaced by 
UV lights to other orbit, taking new energy with them and the particular displacement is        
momentary - when the electrons are pulled back into their usual orbit, they release their excess 
energy in form of light.   At that time, he was working with Fluorite rock and called the effect as 
“fluorescence”.  Some notable rocks/minerals fluoresces under UV lights as follows: 

 

  Fluorite --------- Blue        Calcite ----------- Red 
  Halite ------------ Red   Scheelite --------Yellow 

 Ruby ------------- Red  Willemite ------ Green 
 Franklinite ------ Green  Sphalerite ------- Orange                
 Diamond -------  White, Blue, etc  

The Sterling Hill Mine in Ogdensburg, and Franklin, New Jersey – was  Internationally known 
and dubbed as  the “Fluorescent  Mineral Capital of the World.  Franklinite may not always   
fluoresce in itself – but most often found alongside the Calcite, Willemite and Zincite.  Anybody 
who is contemplating to go to this Sterling Mine – please count me in! 
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Brad’s Bench Tips  
by Brad Smith 

 

 

Be More Productive With Brad's "How To" Books 
  Amazon.com/author/bradfordsmith 

BEZEL CLOSER  
A bezel closer is a steel punch that makes quick 
work out of pushing the metal down over a round 
stone and burnishing it. It works with regular      
bezels, with tube settings, and with prong settings. 
Stones can be set in as little as 30 seconds. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

The working end is a concave cavity that fits over 
the bezel or prong setting and is pushed and   
twisted to capture the stone. Sets can be           
purchased but are expensive and contain many 
sizes you will probably never use. If all you need is 
one or two sizes, here's how you can make them 
yourself. 
 
Find a round steel rod or bolt a little larger in     
diameter than your bezel cup or prong setting. Cut 
a 5 inch length. File both ends flat. Locate the   
center of one end, centerpunch a divot, and drill a 
small pilot hole about 5 mm deep. Remember to 
use a little oil as lubricant when cutting steel. 
 
Select a ball bur a bit larger than the bezel.       
Enlarge the pilot hole to a full hemispherical cavity. 
Test for proper fit with your bezel. Bezel should 
first contact the cavity about a third of the way in. 
When the size is correct, polish the cavity using 
Zam on a length of chopstick in your flexshaft. If 
the tool is not polished, it will leave scratches on 
your bezel or prongs.  
 
When using the tool, the first step is to capture the 
stone correctly. I usually work by hand and push 
the punch straight down over the bezel or prongs. 
This causes the metal to start bending over the 
stone. Next, if it's a small stone, I inspect with a 
lens to be sure the stone is staying level. This is 
repeated until the stone is seated on its bearing 
and can't move anymore. 
 
Next you want to force the metal down onto the 
stone uniformly all the way around. While this can 
be done by hand, I often gently tap the punch with 
a hammer. Finally, I burnish the bezel by twisting 
the punch around.  

BENCH SHEARS  
 
When cutting sheet metal, it's quicker and easier to 
use a set of shop shears as compared with using a 
hand saw. The cut is not as precise, but many 
times you don't need that. Shears will easily cut up 
to 24 gauge sheet, and some will cut 22 or even 20 
gauge. 
 
Current prices for shears run from $13 - $36 in 
jewelry catalogs, and the Joyce Chen scissors  
recommended on some jewelry blogs run more 
than $20. But we found a cheaper alternative at 
the 99 Cent Store - some gardening utility scissors 
that were only $1.07  
 
I buy a half dozen of them at a time for use in my 
jewelry classes. They're great for cutting bezels, 
trimming around a bezel cup and cutting a piece 
off a larger sheet. 
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Contributed By TGMS Member Ricky Bryant 

26mm x 12mm  Small shark tooth my   
neighbor’s daughter found.  I wrapped it 
with !4K gold 20g half round wire. 

35mm x 19mm 
Sard Arrowhead that was 
in a TGMS grab bag 

35mm x 33mm 
Tumbled Amber wrapped in 
heart-shape 18g round copper 
wire. 

27mm x 18mm 
Clear Seaglass found 
combing Ocean View 
beach. It has the letter D 
and the shape lends itself 
to the boundaries of South 
Carolina. 
 

My friend Donna in  
Richmond goes to SC 
frequently to visit her   
family so I wrapped this  
Seaglass pendant for her 
in 24g Sterling Silver round 
wire. 

67mm x 40mm 
Titanium treated Drusy 
Quartz pear shape  
cabochon. Purchased 
cab at gem show years 
ago. This piece is 
wrapped with 20g 
square gold-fill wire, 

67mm x 36mm 
Freeform modified pear shape cabochon of 
Chrysocolla wrapped with 16g and 20g round 
Sterling Silver wire. Purchased this cab from a 
fellow rockhound named Jeremy who visited our 
club a few years ago at the Baptist church    
location off Military Hwy. 

Manufactured double-sided 
Abalone Beads. 

44mm x 15mm 
Fairy cross I bought from 
Warren Redford years 
ago. I wrapped it with 18g 

round copper wire. 

36mm x 23mm 
Treated Drusy Quartz round 
cabochon. 
Gold in color. Not sure about 
the treatment.  I want to say 
it is CVD (chemical vapor 
deposition).   
Wrapped this cab with 20g 
square Sterling Silver wire 
And 20g 14K gold half-round 
wire. 

50mm x 37mm 
I cabbed this 37mm 
round Unakite  
at our last gem & mineral 
show I attended. 
It is wrapped in 20g 
square gold-fill wire. 

PROJECTS MADE BY  
     RICKY BRYANT 
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TO ZOOM OR NOT TO ZOOM... 
A email went out to the membership about the program the Richmond Club invited us to attend via the 
Zoom application.  When I sent out the email, I ALMOST mentioned that we would hear the delightful 
Australian accent of the presenter.  However, the miner was from upstate New York!  A fellow yankee! 
He was still delightful! 
 

Unfortunately, there were not many TGMS members who joined in.  Brad Smith From Brad’s Bench Tips  
joined us though!  It was an enjoyable program.  Gene McDevitt told us about his operation in Australia 
and what he goes through each year.  Here are some pictures that I took with my phone and were   
highlights of the program. 

If you want to see more pictures of some of his finds or buy some opals, here are the places to go: 
 

www.koroit.com 
https://www.instagram.com/koroit.opal.company/                                                                                                              
https://www.koroit-opal-company.com                                                                                                                        
His opal blog:  koroit.blogspot.com                                                                                                                                                       
Photos on flickr:  http://www.flickr.com/photos/koroit/  

Gene McDevitt at work 

http://koroit.blogspot.com/
http://www.flickr.com/photos/koroit/
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About This Publication 
 
The Tidewater Prospector is the monthly newsletter of 
the Tidewater Gem and Mineral Society, Virginia Beach,       
Virginia, associated with the Eastern Federation of     
Mineralogical Societies, Inc. and the American           
Federation of Mineralogical Societies.  Permission to 
copy freely granted when proper credit given to both the 
publication and the author. 
 
The Tidewater Gem and Mineral Society is a non-profit 
organization devoted to the collecting and study of     
minerals, gemstones, geology, paleontology and the  lap-
idary arts as well as the love and deep appreciation of the 
great outdoors. 
 
Meetings are the third Friday of each month at 7:30 PM 
at Memorial United Methodist Church located at          
804 Gammon Road, Virginia Beach, VA  Our monthly     
meetings are open to everyone, no admission is charged. 
 
Website: http://tgms.weebly.com/   
Please contact Brooks Britt with any photos that you 
would like to add to our site.  Email him at:  
bhbritt@verizon.net You can also view this newsletter on 
the site. 
 
Email hyszczak@cox.net to submit articles to the     
newsletter editor.  Deadline is third of the month for    
material for the newsletter - but the sooner, the better! 
 
Facebook: http://www.facebook.com Login to FB, then 
go to Groups and in the search box, type in  “Tidewater 
Gem  & Mineral Society”,  The page is open to view by 
anyone.  Click “join” to join the group to add photos of 
your own and to post information. Brooks administrates 
the site and will get back with you. 
 
 
 

 
The FEBRUARY Meeting has been cancelled 

due to the restrictions imposed because of the 
Covid-19 virus.      

 

FAIR USE NOTICE:  This publication may contain    

copyrighted material the use of which has not been been 

specifically authorized by the copyright owner. We are 

making such material available in our efforts to advance 

the educational understanding of the amateur jewelry 

fabrication and rock collecting hobbies. We believe this 

constitutes a ‘fair use’ of any such copyrighted material 

as provided for in section 107 of the U.S. Copyright Law.  

If you wish to use material from this publication for   

commercial or purposes of your own that go beyond ‘fair 

use’, you must obtain permission from the copyright 

owner. 


