The Tidewater Prospector
Newsletter for the Tidewater Gem and Mineral Society February 2022 Virginia Beach, VA
PRESIDENT
Robin Stoughton
(757) 822-9631
1st VICE PRESIDENT
(Membership)
Kelley Finch
(757) -630-6607
2nd VICE PRESIDENT
(Program/Entertainment)
Jessica Bates
(757) 354-9622
TREASURER
(Finance)
Lloyd Schiffelbian
(757) 495-7946
SECRETARY
(History/Library)
Jennifer Spitz
(757) 650-2788
WORKSHOPS
Bill Stoughton
(757) 340-5391
SHOWS
Kelley Finch
(757) 630-6607
NEWSLETTER
Judy Hyszczak
(757) 533-1512
FIELD TRIPS
Kelley Finch
(757) 630-6607
WAYS & MEANS
Position Open

LIBRARIAN
Wesley Jacocks
wesley18@cox.net
(757) 466-8138

Notes from the President

by Robin Stoughton

Unfortunately Mother
Nature canceled our
January meeting and we
couldn’t reschedule it.
Hope everyone is doing
good and will be at our
meeting this month.
We will be making the
children’s grab bags for
the program this month. We are out and
need them for the March show. Our
show is March 11-13 with setup on the
10th.
Please contact Kelley to let her know
you can help. We need volunteers for
setup, every day at the tables and pack
up.

We need demonstrators and members
doing displays. We have two small cases
and 4 large. You can share a large case
if you would like to. Whoever does a
display is responsible for their own
materials as far as setting them up and
packing them up. We need a final
answer on who are doing displays at the
meeting.
Some of the machines will be set up at
the show for members to demonstrate
on. For a member to be able to use a
machine, they MUST be current on dues
and be previously trained on how to use
the machine. The area must be
completely cleaned up after using the
machines. There will also be a time limit
on the machines. Non members
CANNOT use the machines. If you have
any further questions please ask Kelley.
There are no workshops scheduled this
month. The workshops will be moving to
a different location soon.

HOSPITALITY
Robin Stoughton
(757) 822-9631

Anyone can bring snacks to our monthly
meetings. They are always greatly
appreciated!

WEBSITE
Brooks Britt
(757) 745-7104

In April, we will be having our annual
club auction. You may donate items if
you want, just label them, and if needed,
put a minimum bid on the item.

Newsletter is best read
using Acrobat Reader
and on a computer.

TREASURER’S REPORT

Hope everyone has a great Valentine’s
Day and we will see you at the meeting.

December was a normal month for the
club's treasury. We had a fantastic
Holiday Party thanks to Robin, our
President, who purchased and organized the meal and Judy, our Newsletter
Editor, who organized the gift exchange
and games! It was the best party the
club has had in years!!
At the party, the club raised $157.50
when 10 adults and two children paid
their 2022 club dues, and $10 from the
sale of one T-shirt. Please welcome the
following new members to the
club: Linda MASSARO, Billy &
Shannon STOUGHTON and
children Faith & Grace. Club expenses
were routine, except for a $200 Church
donation and $20 in additional food
cost. The treasury balance is now about
$6,008.
2022 Club DUES are Now DUE
Club Dues for 2022 will be $15 for
Adults, $7.50 for Children under
16, and Free for children 5 years
and younger. Please pay your
dues by the April meeting or send
them to the club's Post Office
address.
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By Former First VP of 8 Years and Second VP of 15 Years Mike Jackson

My Mother, former Secretary of 20+ years, Cheri Jackson passed away suddenly on 1/5/2022 after battling a short
illness due to diabetes.
Twenty-three years ago, we had just lost our little dog and I was devastated so when mom came home from a
catering job she was working on she saw how sad I was and told me to get ready and she was taking me
somewhere special. We had relatives in the society at the time and they told her about it and she knew, being a
lifelong rockhound already, I would love it. I got dressed and off we went.
I still remember the first program in that little portable at the Salvation Army, which was Warren Redford doing a
program on wire wrapping, and I remember her smile watching how much I was enjoying myself and how much
she enjoyed the program herself. We both joined that night and never looked back.
That night we were fortunate to meet another two members, Sonny Connor and Mac Davis, who would change our
lives by showing us a trust and confidence we had not been shown before. It was a turbulent time for the club and
after several things that happened within the Board of Directors we were left with hardly no membership, no
President, and the whole club was imploding. Mac and Sonny stepped up and took over, hand picking people
whom they thought would be good people to lead the club through its time of need and they approached mom and
I as part of that circle. Together we banded together and helped to lead the club to where it is today.
I have so many memories of helping her type up her minutes over the years, me, her and Mac brainstorming to
come up with quality programs, and just how much fun she used to have at the monthly meetings. She used to
say she was so thankful for the club and how it gave a single mother and her son something fun that they could
enjoy together.
Through the years we hardly ever missed a TOTE Show spending time in our element working and demonstrating
behind the table.
It will never be the same to me without her coming to me with specimens to identify or showing me something
beautiful she had discovered or just seeing her so happy talking with other members and the public. It never failed
to bring a smile to my face watching her become so infatuated with the many beautiful rocks that have become
lifelong favorites like Montana Agate and the many forms of Picture Jasper that even today to me, and to her, were
proof of a divine hand in this world.
It made her so sad in the past couple years that due to her legs and COVID she had to stop attending the meetings
and TOTE shows, and to me neither one will ever be the same again without her smiling face or the excitement of
being able to come home and show her the treasures I found there.
I want to tell you that she was so fond of you all and it made the past 23 years a true joy and blessing for the two of
us to be able to have this in our lives and to be able to have something fun that I could enjoy with my mom. This
was all we had and I wouldn't trade it for anything.
My world ended on 1/5/22 when she was called home with me by her side holding her hand and to me nothing will
ever be the same.
I don't know what the future holds, as of right now I am trying to figure out life without her. She was my rock, my
best friend, and the brightest light in so much darkness.
I want to thank you all for the kind words and support a lot of you have shown during this horrible time and it is
something I will never forget.
Thank you so much for the past 23 years of fun and wonderful memories I was able to make with my mom and the
joy of being able to see her in her element with a constant smile on her face and joy in her heart, these I will
treasure always.
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New Year…..New Board…New Documents
The year 2022 has started off so… wet and wild that we had to cancel our January meeting. Had we been
able to have that meeting, we would have informed you that the board members are in the process of
reviewing and revising the Society’s Constitution and Bylaws. The current document that is on our website is
inaccurate and needs to be updated.
The IRS non-profit rules and regulations are complex and we must meet various requirements to maintain our
private non-profit status. In addition to filing various forms, we must submit a copy of our constitution and
bylaws; hence the need to revise and update them.
So, keep your eyes open for the revised document, as required we will send the revised constitution and
bylaws out to our members to review. All members will be able to ask questions at several monthly meetings,
at the third meeting all voting members will vote on the revised constitution and bylaws.
We will have a team of non-profit professionals review the package prior to submitting it for the Society. And
of course, once voted on/approved, the new constitution and bylaws will be placed up on the Society website.

T.O.T.E. Gem, Mineral & Jewelry
March 11th, 12th & 13th
The upcoming Treasures of the Earth
(T.O.T.E.) Show is a great opportunity to get
together and catch up with other TGMS
members while helping the club. Please
consider volunteering…even just an hour will
be a great help. Only members who volunteer
will be entered into a raffle drawing for a one
year subscription to the Rock and Gem
magazine or a $25.00 gift card if they already
receive the magazine.
If you cannot make it to the show, we need help
setting up on the 10th starting at 12:30. Point of
Contact is Kelley Finch (757-630-6607).

CORNY JOKE
What did the boy volcano say to the girl volcano?

Answer on last page
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T.O.T.E. Show Volunteers Needed
The purpose of TGMS is to provide an environment in which people interested in lapidary
techniques and the Earth sciences can grow in their knowledge and skills through sharing and
enjoy good fellowship; and to foster knowledge and stimulate interest of the hobby within the
community through lectures, demonstrations, and exhibitions. One of the main ways we
accomplish our purpose is to participate in the Treasures of the Earth (TOTE) shows at the
Virginia Beach Conference Center.
These TOTE shows are a great way to interact with the community via our educational
activities, exhibitions, displays and demonstrations. It is also the way we raise funds via
donations and grow our membership. The next TOTE show is March 11th to 13th.

We NEED your HELP… please consider volunteering! As little as one hour is a huge help!
Set up is Thursday, March 10th – 12:30 pm to 6:00 pm
Volunteers will meet at the storage shed to load show items into vehicles and then transport
them to the VAB Convention Center for set up. We always need a few trucks. Of course the
more people who show up the faster set up goes – it usually only takes about 3 hours to
complete. All members requesting a display case need to make sure their display is set up
and ready to go before doors open on Friday.
Volunteers are needed to work the tables and do various demonstrations.
Friday, March 11th – 12:00 pm to 6:00 pm
Saturday, March 12th – 10:00 am to 5:00 pm
Sunday, March 13th – 10:00 pm to 5:00pm
Volunteers are needed to clean up, load vehicles and transport equipment to the storage shed.
Sunday, March 13th – 5:00pm to 6:00 pm (Clean Up)
Here are the ways you can contribute to the success of TGMS at the show:
•
•
•

Help with set up….especially if you have muscles and a van or truck.
Set up a display / exhibition of your collection or any other gem, mineral or lapidary related
items. Call Kelley to ensure a display case and table space is available.
Work the tables, the more volunteers the better. Plus, it is a great way to catch up with fellow
members.

Do a demonstration:
Jewelry Making / Faceting / Cabochon / Gem Trees / Field Trips / Silversmith or any other
related topic.
Help with clean up … especially if you have muscles and a van or truck.
Again, we NEED your HELP to be successful!
Volunteer sign-up sheets will be available at the TGMS March meeting or you can call Kelley
Finch at 757-630-6607.
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FROM FRIENDS OF MINERALOGY
Dear friends, members, and affiliates of FM-Virginia,
FMVA hosted its 2nd Annual Virginia Mineral Leadership Council on February 3rd
for the clubs and mineral societies working with our group. The purpose of this meeting was to
discuss avenues of collaboration for 2022 and to develop a community action plan for the year.
Three major actions were developed: (1) Develop a Club Tools workshop to increase marketing and outreach, (2) Develop a Rockhound 101 and Kids Mineralogy Training Course for clubs
to implement in their area, and (3) Clubs will assist FMVA in providing rocks and minerals for
the VTCA case in April.
FMVA will host the Rockin' PD Committee meeting this Wednesday in collaboration with VAST,
VTCA, and VESTA. This is a great opportunity for teachers in the commonwealth and our team
looks forward to the programming this Summer.
FMVA hosted its first speaker series of the year with Dr. Shaunna Morrison from Carnegie Science. Over 80 attendees showed up and there were professors and scientists from universities
across the U.S. and world. A special shout out to the team for this incredible kickstart to our
speaker series this year! The video is now on YouTube! WATCH NOW.
Early next week, FMVA will release the 2022 Virginia Mineral Directory! Stay tuned for this exciting
yearly document.

TOGETHER EVERYONE ACHIEVES MORE...
TGMS has recently developed a partnership with the Friends of Mineralogy VA. Our first collaborative
project will be a donation of various fossilized shells from our area for rock and mineral filled display
cases. The display cases will be given to Virginia Science Teachers and provide hands on learning
opportunities for students. Jessica Bates is our liaison to FMVA and will be providing monthly updates.

DID YOU KNOW…?
The people in charge of the Treasures of the Earth Show provide at no charge to TGMS the space at
the show that they normally sell to vendors. Along with the space, they provide us with the tables,
electricity and chairs. We always knew that but we did not know that they also absorb the COST of the
tables, chairs, and electricity that the Convention Center charges them for these items. In return, they
are asking us to be there with demonstrations and displays. That isn’t too much to ask with all they are
GIVING TGMS!

During the set up of the show in October was when we found out that the TOTE show owners cover the
cost for these things. Things you don’t really think about - they are just there. However, when we asked
for another table and another source of electricity, we learned the truth. If we wanted these things, the
club would have to pay for therm. Just so you are aware of the cost of these things,
Tables cost $25.00
Electricity cost $85.00
Chairs cost $10
Space that we get is about a $1500 cost.
That is why we are asking for your help in the booth. Yes, come out and shop but do your part too and
help in the booth. Give Kelley a call so she can log you in for a particular time. We don’t want 30 people
showing up at the same time!
Think you don’t know all there is about the rocks that might be on the tables? This is one way to learn!
Together we can try and get the answer to any questions people might come up with.
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Brad’s Bench Tips

SILVER DISCOLORATION

by Brad Smith

Working with jewelry involves an ever increasing number of skills. Chemistry is one of them that comes into play
when dealing with a discoloration on the metal caused by a chemical reaction between it and the environment.
In the case of Sterling silver, there are three discolorations we typically encounter: a tarnish, a firescale, and a
firestain. Each is different in its cause, in its cure, and in its prevention. All three have to do with components of the
Sterling alloy (92.5% silver and 7.5% copper) and how they react with oxygen and the heat of soldering or with
pollutants in the air over the long term. Firescale and firestain also occur in 14k or 18k gold because of the copper
content.
Tarnish is a grayish coating that builds up slowly on the surface as a result of a reaction of the silver with sulfurbased compounds in the air. Typically these are pollutants from the burning of petroleum fuels, but they can come
from other sources as well. I once tarnished all the silver in my display case by putting a pretty specimen of iron
pyrite in with the jewelry. Turns out pyrite has sulfur in it!

Sulfur from air pollution or any other source combines with the silver to form a grayish silver sulfide film on the
surface. Preventing tarnish involves keeping sulfur away from the metal. Plastic bags will help, and anti-tarnish strips
are available from jewelry supply companies to pack near your items. Tarnish is easily removed by hand polishing
with a jeweler's cloth or with one of the products sold for cleaning the good silverware for holiday dinner.
Another way is to remove it chemically. Put a piece of aluminum in the bottom of a dish large enough to contain your
piece. Heat enough water to cover the silver. Mix in 2 tablespoons of sodium carbonate per cup of water and pour
into the dish. Be sure the silver touches the aluminum. Sodium carbonate is the main ingredient in washing soda. Read the labels in grocery and hardware stores.

The second type of tarnish is called firescale. It is the dark gray to charcoal colored film that forms on Sterling or other copper alloys like brass or bronze when we heat it with a torch. The copper in the alloy reacts with oxygen in the
air to form a dark cupric oxide coating on the surface. Luckily, the oxide is easily removed by dissolving it in a mild
acid - generally called a pickle. It's important that we not let firescale form on a solder joint because it will block the
flow solder over the joint.
There are two ways to prevent firescale. Most common is to use a flux, a borax-based solution applied to the metal
before soldering. When melted, borax forms a thin glassy layer that keeps oxygen away from the metal. A second
way is to do your soldering on a charcoal block. Together with the flame, charcoal greatly reduces the amount of
oxygen in the area being soldered. In either case, oxygen is prevented from reaching the metal, so no cupric oxide
firescale is formed.
A second oxide can also be formed when soldering copper or a high copper content alloy like bronze or brass. It's
called cuprous oxide and is reddish in color. That's why a black looking piece you put in the pickle sometimes comes
out red. Problem is that while the black cupric oxide is dissolved by a pickle, the red cuprous oxide is not. The discoloration can be sanded or polished off, but an easier way is to use a "super pickle". This is a mixture of fresh pickle
with a healthy shot of hydrogen peroxide from the local store.
I've saved the worst form of discoloration, firestain, for last. Think of firescale (above) as like getting dirt on your shirt
that you have to wash off. Firestain is like getting ink on it. The discoloration is not just on the surface, it seeps down
and stains the material. Firestain happens when we heat a piece of silver too hot, too long, and/or too many times.
Firestain occurs when the oxides start to build up below the surface of the metal. You generally don't notice it until
after polishing. It appears as a darker area of the surface and is easy to spot when viewed under light bounced off a
piece of white paper. Because firestain is below the surface, there's no easy bench tip solution. Depletion guilding
may work for some pieces. Otherwise, removing it calls for sandpaper and aggressive polishing.
A much better approach for a piece that will require a large number of solderings is to protect the metal from developing firestain by applying liberal amounts of a firecoat. Regular soldering flux will provide some protection but is not
as effective as preparations made specifically for the task. Jewelry supply companies offer several commercial solutions, but my favorite is the Prips mixture. I use it every time I intend to do more than two solderings on a piece.
Smart Solutions for Your Jewelry Making Problems
Amazon.com/author/bradfordsmith
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About This Publication
The Tidewater Prospector is the monthly newsletter of
the Tidewater Gem and Mineral Society, Virginia Beach,
Virginia, associated with the Eastern Federation of
Mineralogical Societies, Inc. and the American
Federation of Mineralogical Societies. Permission to
copy freely granted when proper credit given to both the
publication and the author.

FAIR USE NOTICE: This publication may contain
copyrighted material the use of which has not been been
specifically authorized by the copyright owner. We are
making such material available in our efforts to advance
the educational understanding of the amateur jewelry
fabrication and rock collecting hobbies. We believe this
constitutes a ‘fair use’ of any such copyrighted material
as provided for in section 107 of the U.S. Copyright Law.
If you wish to use material from this publication for
commercial or purposes of your own that go beyond ‘fair
use’, you must obtain permission from the copyright
owner.

The Tidewater Gem and Mineral Society is a non-profit
organization devoted to the collecting and study of
minerals, gemstones, geology, paleontology and the
lapidary arts as well as the love and deep appreciation of
the great outdoors.
Meetings are the third Friday of each month at 7:30 PM
at Memorial United Methodist Church located at
804 Gammon Road, Virginia Beach, VA Our monthly
meetings are open to everyone, no admission is charged.
Website: http://tgms.weebly.com/
Please contact Brooks Britt with any photos that you
would like to add to our site. Email him at:
bhbritt@verizon.net You can also view this newsletter on
the site.
Email hyszczak@cox.net to submit articles to the
newsletter editor. Deadline is third of the month for
material for the newsletter - but the sooner, the better!
Facebook: http://www.facebook.com Login to FB, then
go to Groups and in the search box, type in “Tidewater
Gem & Mineral Society”, The page is open to view by
anyone. Click “join” to join the group to add photos of
your own and to post information. Brooks administrates
the site and will get back with you.

Our meeting in February will be on
February the18th at 7:30 pm at
Memorial United Methodist Church,
804 Gammon Road, Virginia Beach, VA.
(Gammon Road is off of Indian River Road, in
between Military Highway and Providence Road)

Corny Joke Answer:
I really lava you!
Editor’s Note: HAPPY VALENTINES’ DAY!

